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Gonzaga handles Saint Mary’s easily, 78-65

By Jon Kingdon

Cullen Neal

he 11th-ranked Saint Mary’s

basketball team seemed to
have everything pointed in their
favor Feb. 10 as they faced off
against their biggest rival. They
defeated Gonzaga on their home
court earlier in the season, they
had won 19 straight games, and
they were playing Gonzaga in
front of a sold-out, raucous home
crowd and a national television
audience.

Then the game began. Gonzaga
hit their first three shots, all three
pointers, and they jumped out to
a 9-0 lead, Gonzaga never trailed
and they posted a final score of
78-65 in a game that was not that
close. Down 24-8 midway through
the first half, Saint Mary’s went on
a 13-4 run to close the deficit to 7
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with 5 minutes left in the first half,
bringing the crowd back into the
game. Gonzaga, which has now
won 22 consecutive conference
road games, maintained their com-
posure every time Saint Mary’s
made a run, leading at the half
42-30. In the second half, Gon-
zaga maxed out their lead to 72-
50, removing any doubt as to the
final result. Utilizing a balanced
attack, Gonzaga had four players
scoring in double figures, led by
Rui Hachimura with 21 points and
Zach Norvell’s 17 points.

In their first game at Gonzaga,
6-foot-11-inch Jock Landale led
the Gaels to a 74-71 victory, scor-
ing 26 points on 12 of 15 shooting.
Gonzaga was not going to allow
that to happen again. Double-
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Jock Landale (34)

teaming Landale every time the
ball was thrown into the pivot,
the Bulldogs limited him to four
shots, hitting two, and he finished
with just four points, despite com-
ing into the game averaging 22.7
points per game. Under these
conditions, Landale was forced to
constantly pass the ball out to his
teammates. “As soon as it touched
my hands, I had two guys on top
of me,” Landale said. “This team’s
not about me. I don’t have to score
every possession.”

Gonzaga head coach Mark
Few explained his strategy: “We
wanted to give a different look
with the double teams and where
they were coming from. The dou-
bles are actually the easy part of it.
It’s rotating out of it that’s difficult,
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especially when they put four other
guys on the floor who can shoot
threes.” Or not.

Saint Mary’s head coach Ran-
dy Bennett did not put the blame
on Landale. “I thought Jock com-
peted. He did his job. With Jock
double teamed, he had to pass the
ball. He took what they gave him.
We just did not hit our threes. Oth-
er guys have to make plays.”

Or any other shots for that
matter. Saint Mary’s came into
the game connecting on 52.8 per-
cent of their field goals and 42.1
percent of their three pointers.
Against Gonzaga, the Gaels con-
nected on only 41 percent of their
field goals, sinking only five of
their 20 three point attempts. The
starting team was a combined 1
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for 12 from the three-point range.
Coming off the bench, Cullen Neal
did provide some offense, making
three 3-pointers and scoring 16
points.

Ifthere was a bright spot for the
Gaels in addition to Neal, it was
Jordan Ford who drove aggres-
sively to the basket and scored 17
points, even though he missed all
five of his 3-point attempts, shoot-
ing 5 for 15 overall. Ford did not
soft-soap his comments: “They hit
us in the mouth. We had a tough
time handling the double team and
they took us off our threes.”

Bennett summed it up suc-
cinctly: “They played very well.
We did not have our A-game. We
did not have enough guys who
played well.”
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Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

We Buy/Consign your car

All cars are displayed in our
private and secure showroom.
Local family owned dealership.
Serving Roosmoor for more
than 30 years. Free pick-up and
delivery. 925-820-1188.

Collectibles

Buy or sell collectibles
Call or Text
925-435-3492

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Haul Your Junk Away

925-435-3492
Call or Text Don

Rototilling

£ Ken's Rototilling
7= +4W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Rain gutter

Vickers Rain Gutter

Installation, repair,
roof & gutter cleaning
Serving Lamorinda since 1964, Many
styles of gutters with soldered down-
spouts.....Senior discount....free est...lic
677426. | do the work myself & take
prideinit....Ken 925-6867-8631

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

HANDYMAN SERVICE

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,

Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Quetzal Handyman

NOJOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo
7 925-872-0422

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded



